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Changes to 
Knoxbrooke s 
Board of 
Management  
At our Annual General Meeting in 
November 2007 all existing 
Board members were re-elected 
with the exception of Stephen 
Thek who did not seek re-
appointment. 
Stephen s daughter had 
accepted supported residential 
accommodation in Ashburton 
and was unable to continue at 
our Day Program. We express 
our deep appreciation and 
gratitude for the amount of 
involvement and support that 
Stephen has provided us with 
over a long period of time.  

Les Crowe recently retired from 
full time employment and intends 
to travel extensively. Because of 
this his availability will be limited 
and he has stood down as 
Chairman after 17 years in the 
position, he does continue as a 
board member. 
During Les s chairmanship  

 

Knoxbrooke s Day Program 
participants have doubled in 
number,  

 

our business services 
division was commenced (it 
now employs 115 people 
with a disability) 

 

turnover has increased by 
over 500% and  

 

net assets have increased by 
just over 500% 

all done while delivering an ever- 
improving service to our growing 
community.  
Les s leadership was 
instrumental in developing 
Knoxbrooke into the strong and 
viable organisation that it is 
today.     

We thank him for this contribution 
and look forward to his continued 
support and involvement with us.  

Pat Dalton was elected as 
Chairman. 
Pat joined the Board in February 
2007. He is a Barrister by 
profession (now retired) and 
appeared for Kew Cottages 
Association in an action against 
the Government for breach of 
statutory duty and in the inquest 
into the death of nine residents in 
a fire at Kew Cottages. Pat has a 
son who is a resident of Helen 
Schutt House in Aspendale and 
is the brother of Pam a resident 
at The Haven and a long-term 
day program participant.  

Other changes to the internal 
structure of the Board were: 
Brian Tuohy was elected to 
the Vice President s position 
Brian joined the Board in October 
2002 and has been associated 
with Knoxbrooke through his 
involvement with a major 
business partner of Knoxbrooke  
Industries.  Brian is a past 
President of the Down Syndrome 
Association. 
Jeanette Furmedge was 
elected to the position of 
Treasurer 
Jeanette Furmedge has been 
actively involved with 
Knoxbrooke since 1974. Jeanette 
was elected to the Knoxbrooke 
Board of Management in 1985 
and held the position of President 
in 1988 and 1989.  Jeanette is a 
qualified Sports and Remedial 
Therapist and has worked in this 
vocation, following her position 
as company director of 
Thermalaire Pty Ltd.  She has 
been a Member of the Outer 
Eastern Region Intellectually 
Disabled Persons Committee 
and The Council of Intellectual   
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Disability Agencies honoured her 
in 2005 with an award for  
outstanding contribution in a 
voluntary role. 
The other directors are: 
Les Crowe 
Les Crowe has been a member 
of the Board of Management 
since 1987. 
He held the position of honorary 
Treasurer from 1989 to 1990 and 
has been the president from 
1990 to 2007.  He is a retired 
professional loss assessor. The 
Council of Intellectual Disability 
Agencies honoured Les in 2005 
with an award for outstanding 
contribution in a voluntary role. 
Peter Francis 
Peter Francis has been on the 
Board of Management since 
1998. 
He is partner of Francis, Abouritz 
and Lightower, a city law firm and 
is the former President of 
STRIDE, an early intervention 
group for children with 
disabilities. 
Jan Charlett  
Jan has been actively involved 
with Knoxbrooke for many years 
as a parent of a Knoxbrooke 
client and was elected to the 
Board in February 2002.     
Denise Whitehouse 
Denise joined the Board in 
December 2003. Denise is a 
senior lecturer in Design & 
Cultural History, at Swinburne 
University s Faculty of Design  
and has considerable experience 
with committee work. One of her 
sisters is a resident of The Haven 
and been a member of the 
Knoxbrooke community since the 
1970s. Knoxbrooke has 
accordingly been a part of 
Denise and her family s life for 
many years.  
Rad Kilian  
(Director and CEO) 
Rad joined the Board in 
December 2001 and was 
appointed as the CEO in August 
2003. He is a Fellow of the 
Institute of Chartered 
Accountants in Australia and a 
CPA. He has specialised 
experience with manufacturing 
businesses and management 
systems as well as many years   

experience in a general public 
accounting practice.  

DAY 
PROGRAM 
SERVICES  
Glen Bowen 
Manager Disability Support 
Services  

Closed on the following 
days 

 

Monday 9 June 2008 for the 
Queens Birthday Public 
Holiday 

 

Monday 30 June to 4 July 
2008 inclusive for staff 
annual leave  

Arrivals and Departures 
Welcomes 

 

Nil 
Farewells 

 

Mirella  

Day Program staffing 
restructure 
The planning of this process is 
now well underway.  I believe 
that when this new structure is 
put into place clients, staff and 
program development will be 
better supported when compared 
to our current structure.  More 
information will be provided in 
future editions of this newsletter.  

Donation 
Thank you to Dianne (staff) for 
the donation of a sofa bed to be 
used in room 5 for independent 
living skills training.  

We are also very thankful for the 
donation of a new rice cooker by 
Jeanette Van Santen.  

Programs  
Jodie Colclough 
Program Coordinator  

Ringwood Spiders Football Club 
competes in the Football 
Integration Development   

Association. The club has 
identified key developmental 
opportunities to further increase 
the participation of people with a 
disability. Congratulations to 
Adam James for being proudly 
sponsored by Ringwood Spiders 
Football Club. We all wish you 
the best of luck!  

  

Thankyou to Kathy for organising 
a great afternoon on June the 
12th, for the ladies who 
participate in the women s group. 
Kathy has done some wheeling 
and dealing with the wonderful 
ladies in the cosmetic 
department at Myer. Myer will be 
giving all the ladies a mini 
makeover, followed by a lovely 
morning tea in one of their 
training rooms.  

Knoxbrooke have just joined the 
Eastern Region Inter-service 
Sports Day. This event will be 
held in October. This day is for 
the people who access 
Knoxbrooke to compete against 
four other day services in all 
types of activities. Some of these 
include;  bean bag toss, goal 
kicking, golf, handball, 50 metre 
dash and egg n spoon race to 
name a few. We are going to 
have to start practicing our skills! 
Spectators are welcome, so we 
will keep you informed, and you 
are all welcome to come along 
and cheer everyone on!     
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A big thank you to Bunnings in 
Scoresby, for donating off cuts

 
of wood, for our woodwork  
program. We really appreciate 
the donation. The guys have  
been making some fantastic 
things for the service. We are still 
in need of sensory items for our 
sensory room. Any donations  
would be welcomed. Our 
mosaics group are in desperate 
need of broken tiles, chipped or 
broken mugs, plates, bowls etc.  
Please don t throw them out as 
we could put them to good use.  

We have managed to find a 
reception place that is willing to 
keep their 750ml empty beer 
bottles for the guys in the beer 
brewing group. So if you do  
have a couple of long necks on 
the weekend; we are always in 
need of more bottles, so please 
send them in!  

 

Bill digs the hole for the wooden post 

 

Wayne S & Crew place a new slow 
sign on our drive.  

UPDATE FROM CLIENT 
COUNCIL 
The client council requested the 
pool table to be moved out of the 
recreation room as it wasn t 
being used, one of the staff 
bought the table and the money     

from the sale will go into program 
resources.  

The client council also requested 
for photos and locks to be put on  
people s lockers, this is currently 
being worked on.  

Outside the recreation room is a 
small courtyard that could do with 
some T.L.C, the council have 
asked management to tidy the 
courtyard so people can access it 
for lunch.  

The client council attend the 
Eastern Region Network 
meeting; representatives from 
our council have been 
participating in chairing these 
meetings as well as reading out  
the previous minutes. Well done 
everyone!  

ACCOMODATION 
SERVICES  

Glen Bowen 
Manager Disability Support 
Services  

We will be in touch with families 
soon to have another family get 
together at The Haven and  
Chelmsford.  At these get 
togethers

 

I will update families 
on Knoxbrooke s supported 
accommodation current and 
future directions.  

I am in the process of contacting 
painting contractors to quote on 
painting the inside of the 
independent living units.  Subject 
to the Boards approval, this work 
will then commence as soon as 
possible.   

Knoxbrooke 
Industries  
Lynda Hopkinson 
Manager  

Very busy!  Heads down! 
Hard at it!                                       

INVITATIO N  

Russell s 50th  

To:    Friends & Carers  
   Knoxbrooke Staff  

When:   October 18th, 2008  

Where:  Ferntree Gully 
   Community Centre  
   & Library   
   Burwood Hwy  
   Mel 74 B5   

Time:    6.30pm 

 

11.30pm  

BYO Drink 
Finger Food Catered  

               RSVP:  June 6th, 2008 
                 Rosie/Jenny  

                          Knoxbrooke 
                              9758 3666

 
Knoxbrooke s 
Friday Scary 
Disco/Movie  
Night  

When:    June 13th, 2008  

Where:   977 Burwood Hwy  
 Ferntree Gully  

              Mel Ref 74 A4  

Time:      6.30pm  10.30pm  

Cost:      $5pp (Carers FoC)  
   Pay at the door  
Includes Supper & DJ  

Dress:    Friday 13th Outfit  

NB:   A parent/carer must 
attend for each person/group  

 

Bookings Essential on 
9758 3666 

 


