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People Wag Knoxbrooke’s
“Back to School” Function

It was an unfortunate necessity that the
organising committee for Knoxbrooke’s
celebration of 40 years since the class
rooms were opened to students with
disabilities, had to be cancelled due to a
poor showing of interest from clients, family
members, carers and staff.

There will be some soul searching by the
committee at a later date as to what it was
about the event that kept the number of
tickets sold low enough to result in the
event being cancelled. But in the
meantime, | thought it would be worthwhile
for people to know what went in to try and
organise this social event. First of all
however — why did we organise this event?

There were three main reasons:

1. Forty years ago, Knoxbrooke provided
for people in the area an opportunity to
send their children with special needs to
a school environment that catered for
people with intellectual disabilities. That
in itself was worthy of celebrating.

2. In our current environment most of us
don’t have time to get together to
reflect, share stories, catch up with old

friends and acquaintances, so any
opportunity for a social get together
is surely a good thing.

3. Let’s not kid ourselves — fundraising is
an important way that Knoxbrooke can
raise money to buy things for the centre
that the government funding and fees
charged will not cover. Combining a
fundraiser event that combines social
activities and a look back on where we
have come from is an ideal way to do
this.

So how do such events get
organised? Firstly, it is done by people
who volunteer their time to discuss a
theme, consider dates that will not clash
with football finals and social events that
would utilise the facilities or the band that
had offered their services free of charge.

The volunteer group of six people met once
a month for nearly 12 months to plan,
delegate activities and
responsibilities. And whilst the meetings
went for about 45 minutes each and were
light hearted and enjoyable, it was time that
took them away from their families. In
between the meetings, phone calls and
appointments were made, invitations
designed, budgets devised, raffle prices
were sought and targets for numbers
aimed for. Food was purchased, tickets
printed, decorations arranged, details
published and circulated and tasks shared.

Condolences

August 2009.

mates and friends.

It is with sadness we announce that Mark Crowe passed away on 14

Our condolences go to Judy, Les, Lisa, Steven, Colin, Mark’s Grand-
mother, other members of Mark’s family, Mark’s housemates, work

Mark you will be missed!




And the outcome? Less than 30 tickets
were sold — and this included the 15 or so
tickets purchased by the organising
committee for themselves and their families
and friends!

It's easy to criticise Knoxbrooke for not having
modern equipment (or enough of it), or for
providing activities for each and every client,
but the fact is that the Government has
tightened it's fiscal belt on centres such as
Knoxbrooke. So the most enjoyable way to
raise additional funds is to provide activities
that people can participate in and get
something out of. However, if these events
aren’'t supported then people such as the
organising committee won't be so keen to
get involved next time.

Horticulture Group

Class dismissed!

Peter Berthelsen
General Manager

Horticulture

A hard time of the year to be working in
Horticulture Services with frost early in the
month and now quite a few wet days.
There have been quite a few days when
the crews have not been able to work due
to rain or very wet site conditions. The year
has started off well with plenty of work
coming in. More work for Cumberland

Views as they continue to redevelop their

site at Mt. Waverley. The garden

maintenance crews have managed to
secure the contract to maintain the York on
Lilydale next door to the nursery. This will
be extremely convenient for them with very
little travel to the job.

Yarra View Nursery

Yarra View has been able to secure a
contract to grow plants to revegetate the
Sugarloaf Pipeline Project. This has kept
our propagation area very busy with an
extra 100,000 plants having to be grown as
well as the usual numbers for our current
customers. It is great to be fully utilising the
new facilities that have been built at Yarra
View over the past two years. Spring has
already started with orders coming in very
fast it looks like it will be an early season
for the nursery.

Bonsai The Imagination Tree has moved
from their site in Monbulk to Home of
Garden Lovers. Staff have been very busy
building the new facilities at the back of the
retail nursery. If you haven’t seen the
bonsai on display come out and have a
look this Fathers Day weekend while you
are picking up a bargain at Garden Lovers.

At The Home of Garden Lovers

At the Home of Garden Lovers there will be
another huge 50% off plant sale for Fathers
Day weekend. The Sale is starting on
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Friday the 4™ of September to close of
business on Sunday the 6"° September.
All plants will be sold at 50% of their normal
price so if you are looking at doing some
planting this spring come down to the
nursery for a fantastic bargain. We will
have a large range of seedlings available at
the 50% of price so a great time to buy
vegies or annuals for spring/summer fruit
and flower.

As a special bonus we will have the bonsai
at 10% off normal price —they make a great
gift.

DAY PROGRAM &
ACCOMMODATION
SUPPORT SERVICES
STAFF VACANCIES

Knoxbrooke has advertised some vacant
positions, these include:

e Day Program: Full-time, Part-time &
Casual Band 2 Educators
Casual Bus Drivers
e Accommodation:
Support Workers

Part Time & Casual

Position descriptions are available from
Jenny on 9758-3666 or
jenny@knoxbrooke.com.au
Applications close at 3pm on 7/09/09.

DAY PROGRAM
SERVICES

Glen Bowen
Manager Disability Support Services

Closed on the following days

e Monday 21 September 2009 to Friday
25 September 2009 for staff annual
leave.

¢ Monday 2 November 2009 for staff
annual leave.

Arrivals and
Departures

Welcome
Tracy G

(Assistant Manager
Special Projects)

Farewell
Nil

Art Room
The Art Room is now open
and looking fantastic.

Thank you again Antigone
for organising this
fabulous transformation.

Programs
Jodie Colclough
Assistant Program Manager

Recently six students from Swinburne
TAFE completed a placement with
Knoxbrooke for their Certificate in Disability
studies.

There were two projects that the students
undertook. Firstly to make photo signage
throughout the service, so that people who
are unable to read can find their way
around the service more independently and
also find equipment. Secondly, was to
make a photo birthday board for the people
who access our service. This board
enables people to recognise people’s
birthdays, it opens up conversation and
also gives people events to look forward to.
Below is a photo of the students that
worked on the board.

We would like to say an enormous
thankyou for all your hard work. We really
enjoyed having you here.



